Veterans Art Monument
located in the Committal Hall at the
Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery

A series of five 8 ft X 10 ft oil paintings,
each paying tribute to the men and women of the U.S. Military.

It is their story.

Veterans Art Monument
Building a monument to honor our military requires dedication, commitment and a team to get the job done. It
takes an artist willing to spend the time researching, designing and creating the paintings. It takes a committed
group of individuals to share the dream and raise the money. And most importantly, it takes donors like yourself
to make it come true!
The Veterans Art Monument was commissioned by the Minnesota State Veterans Memorial Association and
consists of five 8’ X 10’ oil paintings; each paying tribute to the men and women of the five branches of the U.S.
Military. The Army, Navy, Coast Guard and Marine Corps paintings (shown below in order of completion) are
installed in the Committal Hall at the Minnesota State Cemetery north of Little Falls. The Air Force painting will
complete the monument in late 2019.
The paintings tell the story of each branch of service, commemorating the sacrifices of all who have served.
Besides being a memorial to our nation’s military men and women, the paintings are educational tools which
will help future generations to understand the vital role that the U.S. Military plays in maintaining our freedom
and democracy.
Millions of men and women have served. Many were wounded in battle. Many died to keep us free. The least
that we can do is to remember them. You can help by going to www.vetsart.org and donate any amount to help
finish this unique monument.

Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery and Committal Hall
located 7 miles north of Little Falls

www.vetsart.org

“Remember nature is your teacher, I am your guide”, was a prevailing theme in the studio of Nerina Simi
(1890 – 1987) in Florence, Italy, where my greatest learning as a painter occurred. My artistic roots are
planted in the 15th Century, yet I remain a contemporary painter whose compositions fuse old and new. I
work to ensure that both art and artist are accessible, and that the images serve as educational tools
blending artistic imagery and storytelling.
Largely a studio painter, I prefer the “Vanitas” style of still life painting in which the various objects
depicted symbolize the brevity and vanity of human existence. My repertoire also includes drawings,
florals, portraits, figurative pieces, and dancers, painted primarily from life.
I am an Artist Member of the Salmagundi Club, Coast Guard Art Program (COGAP); Portrait Society of
America; and Oil Painters of America.
No stranger to large-scale commissions, including 16 frescoes, I am currently immersed in the Veterans
Education Historic Monument, www.vetsart.org, a series of five 8’ X 10’ oil paintings installed in the
Committal Hall at the Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery in Little Falls, MN. Each painting depicts the
stories of the men and women of each of the U.S military branches. The Air Force will complete the
Monument in 2019. This is one of the most impactful projects of my artistic career.
“The imagery I create encourages the viewing audience to explore beyond their own immediate
surroundings and invites them—through self-reflection—to more fully appreciate the beauty of the
adornments of daily life while pondering the possibilities that lie ahead.”

U.S. Army
The Continental Army was founded on June 14, 1775. The artist’s composition serpentines through history and
represents major events and periods depicting men and women in uniform. There are symbolic items or small still
life vignettes displayed on the ground and nearby.
In front of the church there is a four-person cannon team from the Revolutionary War. The woman with the team
is Molly Pitcher, the first woman ever compensated by the U.S. Government for military service. There is
representation of familiar places and faces from history: Valley Forge, Paul Revere, and George Washington
crossing the Delaware. As your eye moves to the right there are soldiers from the War of 1812 and the MexicanAmerican War fought in the late 1840s. The Civil War is represented by three figures: Minnesota Militia (Red and
Black) and Union Blue. The woman in a cloak was a spy. The shouting figure next to the American flag fought in
the Spanish American War.
Further down the right side is a tent showing women’s involvement in nursing during WWII and the Korean War
(however, their presence in nursing predates these time periods). The WWI figure near the cross pays tribute to a
fallen comrade and the beginning of the veterans’ cemeteries overseas. WWII is represented by the figure in the
center followed by Korea, Vietnam and Desert Storm. Behind the Desert Storm figure is a female soldier paying her
respects near the flag-draped coffin. She is wearing the current camouflage uniform. Other images at the top of the
painting are Fort Snelling on the left and the Abbey of Monte Cassino. Helicopters are the modern-day Cavalry.
The three figures on the lower left pay homage to history. The gentleman in modern dress is Gordon Gerling, a
former Minnesota State Representative who first approached the artist about honoring veterans through these
paintings. Gordon was aware of informed references in history, in particular Thomas Paine’s Common Sense. The
figure holding a document doubles as Paine and as a Colonel in the Continental Army. The seated figure is a
homeless veteran. A painful reality for returning veterans is having to deal with drug addiction, alcoholism, posttraumatic stress disorder and thoughts of suicide. The question becomes, “Is he turning his back on us…or are we
turning our back on him?”

United States Army (installed 2011)

U.S. Navy
The birthday of the Continental Navy is October 13, 1775 and the Department of the Navy
was established on April 30, 1798.
The Battle of Midway is prominently featured on the upper left corner, with a Douglas SBD-3
Dauntless fighter bomber leaving the scene. Below the airplane the USS Constitution is sailing
out to sea. “Old Ironsides” is a 44-gun frigate built in Boston Harbor. To the right of the ship a
NASA Mercury space capsule is shown during splashdown. To the far right you view the first
battle of the ironclads, the Monitor and the Merrimack. Below, on the sandbar, is a Seabee
standing with a shovel. The Seabees are the construction arm of the U.S. Navy.
Below the American flag is a WWII submarine. The “lone sailor” sitting on a large spool of
line is an observer of Naval history as it unfolds. Standing in front of the “lone sailor” is a
Navy Chief Petty Officer, the backbone of the Navy.
The changing of command between Admirals Reeves and Leahy is shown in front of a burial at
sea. The SEAL team is shown landing above a MK-V diving helmet. A clerical sailor holding a
legal pad stands next to a Gunnery sailor loading a cannon, a navigation technician, and deck
hands wearing helmet and goggles. The U.S. Navy has a wide variety of experts on hand and
on deck.
Finally, on the lower right side, you witness the returning sailor. The smiling little girl is happy
to see her father safe at home. Her image is the only one throughout the series of the
completed five paintings shown looking directly out at the viewer.

United States Navy (installed 2014)

U.S. Coast Guard
The U. S. Coast Guard is an amalgam of services and organizations that began with the construction of the Boston
Harbor lighthouse in 1716.
Alexander Hamilton is pictured and is considered the father of the Coast Guard. As the first Secretary of the
Treasury, he established the Revenue Cutter Service on August 4, 1790. This service and the Life Saving Service
were merged in 1915 by President Woodrow Wilson.
The Coast Guard has the unique distinction of “saving lives” among its varied duties. Rescue scenes are depicted
by the group of men in the water along with the helicopter. Firefighting on the open seas is also a duty of the
Coast Guard.
The Coast Guard is in charge of guarding America’s extensive coastline, the Great Lakes and three major rivers:
the Mississippi, Missouri and Ohio. The Split Rock Lighthouse and the buoy depict this tribute to the waterways.
Since September 11, 2001 the Coast Guard has taken on an even larger role of protecting our waterways as seen
by the gunboat and the SEAL team in front. The “Coasties,” as the Navy calls them, also are in charge of protecting
our nuclear-powered submarines once they surface on the return to port, when they are the most vulnerable.
In the background is a convoy of ships. One responsibility of the Coast Guard is to keep shipping lanes open using
ice breakers. The painting also pays homage to the Merchant Marine, a very important service that was given
active duty service from 1941-1946. Their great service and sacrifice cannot be forgotten, and their casualty rate
was the highest, per capita, of any branch of the service in WWII.
The Coast Guard also plays an important role in protecting the environment, as depicted by the seagull, polar
bear and whale. You may remember their recent involvement in the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
The Coast Guard Academy is represented by the woman with the bugle and the cadet climbing the ropes of the
Barque Eagle, an Academy sailing ship launched in 1947.
Finally, the Statue of Liberty reminds us that we are a nation of immigrants and the freedoms we enjoy as
Americans come from the sacrifices of our men and women in uniform.

U.S. Coast Guard (installed 2016)

U. S. Marine Corps
On November 10, 1775 the Continental Congress decreed that two battalions of Marines be raised.
Their early duties included such things as repelling attempts by enemies to board the ship, providing
assistance in “manning” great guns, serving as the “core” of the landing force, and enforcing
regulations among the crew, providing a bulwark against mutiny.
The Corps temporarily ceased to exist after the Revolutionary War, except for the Marine Corps Band.
In 1794 the Defense Department decided to build on the Navy again and provided for the U.S. Marine
Corps. Through the Corps’ first six decades the number of enlisted barely rose above 1,000. In 1801
the rank of Colonel was authorized for the U.S. Marine Corps. Commandant William Ward Burrows
was the first recipient of the rank.
In 1859 the Marines arrived ahead of the Army at Harper’s Ferry under the command of Lt. Colonel
Robert E. Lee. In this composition the “Chapultepec” is shown, setting the stage for what would later be
the well-known refrain “from the Halls of Montezuma.” Additional imagery includes the raising of the
flag at Iwo Jima, and includes actual soil from Mt. Suribachi which was ground into the paint. Also
reflected in combat, “by land, by sea and by air.”
The jungles of Vietnam are shown along with a beach landing. On the sign is a nod to Tun Tavern is
the birthplace of the Marines, Harper’s Ferry, and Belleau Wood. Lake Erie is shown, as well as
Chapultapec, which conjures the iconic “Halls of Montezuma”. References to the conflicts in Korea
and Vietnam are depicted. The four figures in the lower right include an active duty Marine Corps
aviator, the contributions of Veterans, including the role of Native Americans, and the soldier looking
away, the imagery at his back reflecting on time of service where "None of this leaves.. You take the
good, the bad and the ugly. It's always there and it's always with you.“
The lower right also includes medals of Chesty Puller, the most decorated WWII Marine Corps veteran.
The skull and bones remember the MIA/KIA, and the revolver and bullet portray the sad reality of the
suicides by Veterans, with the bullet buried in the sand.
•

U.S. Marine Corps (installed 2018)

U. S. Air Force
ARTIST NOTE: This is the original concept sketch and essay. Revised sketch and essay forthcoming.
The U. S. Air Force was officially established on September 18, 1947. It was a direct result of the
creation of a specialty field: strategic, long range, offensive airpower. Strategic bombing was beyond the
capabilities of traditional land-based or naval forces. It was a natural evolution to establish an
independent branch of the military.
The Greek mythological figure of Icarus represents humankind’s early vision of flight. Since the
approach to all of these paintings is allegorical in nature—storytelling—this type of interplay is part of
that method.
The balloon of the Montgolfier Brothers made its maiden flight November 21, 1783. Benjamin Franklin
wrote in 1794, that balloons were used to observe the enemy. Both the North and South used balloons
during the Civil War. On the left side of the composition the Wright Brothers’ plane is shown. Pararescue and Special Forces are depicted performing medical and protective duties.
In the center of the painting, the SR-71 spy plane looms large. This plane set a speed record on July 28,
1976.
There is much more research and consulting to be done with this composition. It is constantly evolving.
Keeping in mind the importance of this monument as a tribute to the men and women of the service,
and not just the machinery of war.

U.S. Air Force (concept sketch)

